INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE
PROGRAMS AT MGIS
Educational and Cultural Programmes at Mahatma Gandhi International School, A’bad

Exchange Programs
Mahatma Gandhi International
School, a K-12 School located
in Ahmedabad (India), is
authorised by the International
Baccalaureate Organisation
(IBO), the University of
Cambridge, Mission Laique
Francaise (France) and BTEC
Edexcel, (UK). MGIS is also a
highly awarded school by
several reputed organisations
such as the British Council.
The International exchange
program of MGIS acts as a
catalyst to enhance the cultural
exchange between India and
other countries through
e d u c a t i o n . Th e p ro g r a m
focuses also on promoting a
better understanding of
emerging India and its growth
story through visits to leading
Institutions of modern India
and also gain knowledge of
India’s rich and diverse cultural
and historical heritage .
Since year 2000 MGIS is
conducting exchange
programs each year for staff
and students.

Mahatma Gandhi International School
Mahatma Gandhi International School (www.mgis.in) was
founded in 1998 with the vision to create an international
school accessible to all sections of society and create a
landmark in schooling experience for the city of Ahmedabad
and the state of Gujarat. Coming together with the Municipal
Authorities, the founders, Anju Musafir and Pascal Chazot
offered to share their expertise in education through a publicprivate partnership. The basic premise is that it is possible to
offer high standard of education with local resources.
Mahatma Gandhi International School is a school with a unique
vision. It is a vocational training centre and an educational
project that promotes holistic learning. The emphasis is on
learning rather than teaching. The process of learning is
experiential with real-life meaningful links. Children are active
agents in the co-construction of their knowledge along with
their teacher-initiator. Through the academic years children
participate actively in deciding their projects which are
mapped together with the faculty, integrating the diverse
disciplines and skills. Various projects include film-making,
journalism, cafeteria, and rock-band.
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Exchange 2015 & 2016
Students from different high
schools of America were given a
warm welcome at MGIS on 10
August 2015. The 3 day
Educational and Cultural
E x c h a n g e Pro g ra m s a w t h e
American students mingle with
their Indian hosts, play traditional
games, try Indian cuisine, learn
Indian Art forms and learn a few
words of the local language. The
exchange program ended on 12
A u g u s t 2 0 1 5 . Th e w e l c o m e
ceremony for the American
s t u d e n t s w a s o rg a n i s e d b y
students of grade 10 and the
students were guided by Minoo
Joshi, Meenakshi Ganeriwala,
Bernard Diouf, Deepa Shah,
Reema Shah, Neha Solanki,
Kanisha Modi and Joona Sheel.

American Exchange
The exchange program will take place this year from the 12 to
16 August 2016. Fifteen American students in the age group
14-16, will spend 3 days at MGIS and learnt about Indian
culture. They will work collaboratively with students of MGIS to
create comic books featuring stories and incidents about
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. This will culminate
in an exhibition on the last day of the Exchange Program. They
will used a mix of media, including digital media to create the
final outcome which will reflect their deepened understanding
of important messages by Gandhiji and MLK.

American students learning block
printing along with grade 9.

Displaying block printing
samples
Press release, DNA newspaper, 12 August 2015
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Dudley Exchange Program
The UK India Education and Research Initiative
(UKIERI), started in April 2006 with the aim of
enhancing educational links between India and
the UK. In the last five years, UKIERI has played a
pivotal role in establishing a change in
educational relations between the two countries.
Under the UKIERI grant, MGIS established an
exchange program with Dudley College UK
which has been ongoing since 2012.
UKIERI Team

A five-member team (Anju Musafir, Dr. Pascal Chazot,
Meenakshi Ganeriwala, Minoo Joshi, Ravinder Kaur
and Lissa Chazot) from MGIS visited Dudley College in
September and October 2015 to work on the current
ongoing project and create future possibilities of
collaborative work between the two institutes, Dudley
College and MGIS, under the UKIERI initiative by the
British Council.

Kanisha Modi, MGIS faculty, receiving hands on
training from Jon Turner, Media Faculty at Dudley
College.

Chandrika Makwana, MGIS Faculty at Dudley
College.

Mahatma Gandhi International School, Ahmedabad

Chandrika Makwana, alumni and now faculty at
Mahatma Gandhi International School (MGIS), works
with the BTEC program and is part of the filmmaking
team of MGIS. She was given the opportunity by MGIS
to visit Dudley College, UK under the umbrella of the
UKIERI project. The exchange lasted one month from 5
May to 7 June 2015. The purpose and agenda of this
exchange was for her learn to work independently,
develop editing skills, and have exposure working
with media students. She worked with professional
filmmakers and faculty members, Jon Turner, Claire
Binnion and Jonathon Roberts.
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French Exchange
MGIS initiated an exchange programme in 2000 with
L’Ecole Aujourd’hui in Paris. Since 2008, there have also
been International Student Exchanges with one of the most
prestigious schools of France, Lycée Internationale St
Germain en Laye (the American Section). This program acts
as a catalyst to enhance the cultural exchange between
India and France through education. This exchange is led
by Minoo Doshi and Ravinder Kaur every year.

French and MGIS students interacting and exchanging cultural
knowledge

Exchange students learning Bollywood
Dance from MGIS alumni Khushbu Shah.

One of the highlights of the exchange programme
between MGIS and Lycée International Saint
Germain-en-Laye is community service. The
programme has created opportunities for students
to work with under-privileged children, members
and members of marginalised groups.
Students of both schools also participate in diverse
activities including theatre and art workshops,
presentations and heritage walks. Furthermore,
trainings and visits are organised for the visiting
French students and teachers in contemporary
centres of excellence such as the Indian Institute of
Management Ahmedabad, National Institute of
Design, Centre for Environmental Planning and
Technology, Physical Research Laboratory as well as
visits to monuments and places of historical
importance.
French exchange students trying out Indian
costumes.
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Australian Exchange
As a part of ongoing intercultural and educational exchange programme with the Australian School –
Mercedes College at Adelaide, fifteen students and three teachers visit MGIS every year. To enrich
their educational experience, we organise several
multi disciplinary projects and community outreach
2016
activities. It also enhanced the educational experience of the students and broadened their personal
and cultural perspectives. Moreover it bridged the gap between the two countries and fostered ties
through education.

The Aussies lived with their Indian host families
interacting with them to gain a first hand exposure to
Indian culture, and an insider’s perspective on people,
families, and by and large, life in India.

Apart from the cultural exchange, there is an important
element of community and service to this visit as well.
Being inclusive is a vital aspect of MGIS’s pedagogy, and
thus it integrates 20% socio-economically
underprivileged children in every class. Mecredes College
students visited heir homes and interacted with them and
their families.

With their visit coinciding with Navratri, the Australians
have, from the very onset, got a taste of Indian festivities
and traditions; the colourful attires and accessories, the
food, and most importantly Garba, a folk dance from
Gujarat!

“The people here are a lot more religious, but I think they’re also really friendly. The food
is also very diﬀerent, it is tastier and more authentic, especially the tea! My experience
here so far has been extremely enjoyable, but it has also been spiritual and eye-opening”
- Laurence Lacoon Williamson, Mercedes College student
Mahatma Gandhi International School, Ahmedabad
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Indian Exchange with Ladakh
MGIS initiated a student exchange with Mahabodhi Residential School in
Leh, Ladakh this year as part of IBDP CAS. Aspiring to create a
partnership between the two schools using new technology to bolster
their common interest in environmental studies and technology, by
raising funds through crowdfunding. The project will create an online
platform to record and compare scientific data to enable students to
experience first hand scientific investigation. They will present their
findings in the Regional Learn Today Education Summit
scheduled in October 2016. Student Leader, Raivat Shah as well
as ESS student, Sahil Singh Sen were the pioneering batch of
students who spearheaded this student exchange with their
teacher mentors, Lissa Chazot and Ravinder Kaur.

The online platform aspires to will reimagine how
research takes place by allowing collaboration at a
level unprecedented in Indian schools. Flower Power
is a wireless sensor that can be attached to plants
collects vital data like intensity of light, moisture
levels, growth and other statistics for the plant - all in
realtime and project it on a smartphone or computer
and it does not require an internet connection for
most of the features. We put one sensor each in Leh
and in Ahmedabad thus allowing both the schools to
conduct primary research and actively engage in
research work using authentic data. The creation of
such a virtual lab would not only allow conducting
remote primary research for both schools, but would
be an unprecedented-step in school level research
in India. It will not only allow seamless sharing of
important statistics and data, but will also inspire the
minds of pupils to conduct research in areas that we
still have not explored deeply. The strategic
partnership will not only help scientific ingenuity, but
will connect a part of the country and its people to
another part, linking people to people and enriching
humanity. The students are going to design, develop
and distribute a scalable system that will allow
collaboration between interested students from
different schools to co-conduct scientific inquiry and
collate primary data that is authentic and relevant to
their area of study. The entire process has been
documented through a film that was co-created by
students from both schools after MGIS students and
teachers taught them the basics of filmmaking.
Mahatma Gandhi International School, Ahmedabad
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