EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS-MAHATMA GANDHI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,INDIA

India - France
Exchange Programs

Fostering better ties between the nations
through education

French and Indian students create a rangoli on the first day of the
exchange programe at Mahatma Gandhi International School Participating Schools

Mahatma Gandhi
International School,
India

WWW.mgis.in

Lycée International
St. Germain-En-Laye,

France
www.lycee-international. com

www.americansection.org

Ecole d’Aujourd’hui,

France
www.lecoleaujourdhui.com

Mahatma Gandhi International School, a K-12 School located in Ahmedabad (India), is author-
ised by the International Baccalaureate Organisation and the University of Cambridge. Two times
recipient of the International School Award, it organizes student and teacher exchange programs
with various schools in different countries across the world. Among them, one of the successful pro-
grams is with France, which started in 2000 with L'Ecole Aujourd'hui in Paris. Since 2008, there
have also been International Student Exchanges with one of the most prestigious schools of
France, Lycée International St Germain en Laye (the American Section).

The International exchange program of MGIS acts as a catalyst to enhance the cultural ex-
change between India and France through education. The program focuses also on promoting a
better understanding of emerging India and its growth story through visits to leading Institutions of
modern India and interactions. Students of MGIS and Lycée International Saint Germain-en-Laye
participate in diverse activities including theatre and art workshops, community service,
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Above: Sharing ideas and points of
views

Second image from above: Col-
laborating on projects together

Below: Enjoying a traditional Gu-
Jarati thali (meag

presentations and heritage
walks. Furthermore, trainings
and visits are organised for the
visiting French students and
teachers in contemporary cen-
tres of excellence such as the
Indian Institute of Management
Ahmedabad, National Institute
of Design, Centre for Environ-
mental Planning and Technol-
ogy, Physical Research Labo-
ratory as well as monuments
and places of historical impor-
tance.

In April 2009, 14 students
of 10th standard and three
teachers of Mahatma Gandhi
International School went to
Lycee St Germain en Laye,
France, they introduced Gan-
dhiji and his philosophy of
Ahimsa, through interactive ac-
tivities and a short movie made
by them to the French students.
The exchange programme cul-
minated with an Indo-French

cultural event held in a sumptu-
ous Chateau inside the school
premises and attended officially
by high rank diplomats of Em-
bassy Of India in France. In
July 2009, three students and a
teacher of the Lycée Interna-
tional came to India to set up a
community service project and
to explore some tangible as-
pects of the next exchange
programme by planning the ac-
tivities for the forthcoming visit
in February, visiting rural Kutch,
Gujarat with the students of
MGIS and attending a 3-day
training programme at SEWA
Bank.

Such interactions enable the students
to develop a better understanding of
another culture and ‘other’ people.
Such projects help students to bond
and learn to empathize albeit the
differences, and learn to appreciate
them.
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Above: Playing a traditional
Indian festival, Holi

Right: The French and Indian stu-
dents reach out to underprivileged
students in Abmedabad, India

Below: The students of Lycee St.
Germain-en-Laye enact a poem of
Jean de La Fontaine for the students

of Mabatma Gandbi International
chool

Below, Right: The students of both
school are painting a wall with mes-
sages of ‘inclusion using graffiti and
mural art under the guidance of Ab-
medabad based artist Pravin Mishra

In February 2010,

17
French students of Lycee In-
ternational and three teachers
came for two weeks to MGIS
and collaborated on a series of
community service projects and
micro-credit programme.They
learnt traditional Indian Art
techniques, shared French cui-
sine, art and culture to Indian
students and worked on a Mi-
crocredit project in Johapura,
Ahmedabad — one of the big-
gest slums of the city. They also
initiated many community serv-
ice projects including teaching
English to the slum dwelling
children, conducting self-

confidence enhancing work-
shops and fun activities such as
football for them.

More recently in February
2011, 13 students with three
teachers from Lycee came over
to Ahmedabad. They partici-
pated in a series of exchanges
including visits to the Sabarmati
Ashram of Gandhiji, Calico Tex-
tile museum, Darpana Academy
of Performing Arts, Centre for
Environmental Planning and
Technology University among
others. In Sabarmati Ashram,
the abode of Mahatma Gandhi,
they saw the entire journey of
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India's freedom struggle lead by
Mahatma Gandhi and how to-
day, his principles and ideas
continue to be relevant and
guide some of India's rural de-
velopment policies including the
emphasis on self employment
and self reliance. Through such
examples the students experi-
enced a meaningful journey
through India from the past to
the present where advances in
technology coexist with core
Indian values. The french stu-
dent experienced the evolution
of traditional indian dance forms
while working closely with the
experts from Darpana Acad-
emy. They also learnt puppetry
and traditional Indian martial
arts, kalari as a part of this visit.
The evolution and prominence
attained by Ahmedabad as In-
dia's textile capital and the con-
tribution made by its business
community was learnt by the
students through the visit to
Calico Museum. A very interest-

Above, right: The students from.
both countries share and represent.
their understanding of Gandhiji’s
philosophy through abstract collages,
under the guidance of noted senior
artist, Shrt. Toofan Rafai
Above, left: Playing traditional
Indian games during the Indo-France
exhibition beld at Mahatma Gandhbi
International School.

Right: Some students sightseeing in.
Paris as part of the exchange

ing visit to CEPT University ex-
posed the students to how a six
hundred years old traditional
yet modern city like Ahmedabad
can learn from its heritage to
make the growth sustainable
using strengths of its past and
blending them with present
needs. Thus the students came
to know about the bus
rapid transit system
(BRTS) designed by
CEPT University, the
heritage walk and its im-
pact on conservation of
the old city and its heri-
tage monuments etc.
While advances in the
field of science and
technology and their
contribution to India's
growth were experi-
enced through a visit to the
Science City in Ahmedabad.

These series of exchange
programmes therefore focus on
the strengths of the past as well
as modern India and exposes
the visiting French students to
the vibrant Indian spirit and cul-
ture. They painted outside walls
with messages of inclusion and
continued with community serv-

ice activities. The exchange
programme continues to build
upon the experiences gathered
over the past few years and has
evolved to capture the chal-
lenges and opportunities of a
booming economy. For the
coming exchanges we will con-
tinue to engage students in
similar activities by adding a
myriad of cultural exposure
through workshops and semi-
nars to learn from leading In-
dian experts from institutes like
Physical Research Laboratory
and space applications centre
on India's space programme
achievements as well as other

technological innovations.
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Indian students from
Mahatma Gandhi International School
get admission in French universities

In 2008, Zuheir Desai from the
first batch of Mahatma Gandhi
International School secured
admissions in the prestigious
Parisian university- Sciences
Politiques. He has been doing
extremely well, getting 95% in
several subjects. In 2009, Sa-
her Shodhan and Aseem Patel
have both made it to Science
Po, and that too with scholar-
ships of 3000 and 6000 Euros
respectively. In 2010, Zara De-
sai was accepted in Science Po
with a scholarship. She has
been elected the President of
the Student Council, and is the
first Indian to hold this chair.

Mr. Gilles Vernier, the represen-
tative of Sciences Politiques
(Paris) in India came in No-
vember 2008 to present the
school to the students and staff

of MGIS. The presentation in-
cited interest in a number of
students, and three of them
subsequently decided to pursue
a place at the Institute. Miss
Jinghui Wang, Dean of Studies
at Science Po and Mr. Thierry
Schwarz, Dean of the Europe-
Asia Program at Science Po
came to interview the MGIS
candidate.

Science Po is a school where
the top Ministers, and even the
Prime Ministers and Presidents
of several countries come to
study. So it is commendable to
note that out of the100 over-
seas students accepted in Sci-
ence Po, we already represent
four percent of their student
body, with four students study-
ing there. In the light of our stu-
dents performance both during

the interview process and at the
college, Science Po is keen to
develop a partnership with
MGIS and have more of our
students apply there in the fu-
ture.

MGIS students also got admis-
sion in other French universi-
ties: Ecole Nationale Su-
perieure d’architecture de Paris,
Université de Paris XVIII, Uni-
versité de Bordeaux

Above: Saber Shodhan is standing
in front of Science Po, where be is
studying

MGIS students learn French as part of
their curriculum through their high
school and higher secondary school

years. This expands the scope of
higher education for them as they can
apply to French colleges as well.
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Socio-economically underprivileged

Indian student from Mahatma Gandhi
International School is sponsored to go for
educational exchange program to France

MONA CHAVDA

Mona has gone to France on an educational exchange
programme, has represented Gujarat in the National
Girls Football Tournament in Chandigarh and has
mesmerized audiences with her theatre monologue in
English

Living conditions and home environment

Mona lives with her family of seven members in Ambedkar Colony in
Ambawadi. She lives in a tinned roof 8” x 8” single room, built on the
terrace of her mother’s house in Ambedkar Colony in Ambawadi. From
her childhood Mona has been given quiet a bit of responsibilities at
home like cleaning, washing and looking after her younger siblings.

Mona's progress

In all the spheres, her progress has been good. Over the years she has
become very confident and is able to communicate in English very well.

She gets along well with the group. She has got excellent communication
skills.

Achievements

Mona has participated in a student exchange programme organised by
MGIS and went to France. She represented Gujarat at the National
Girl's Soccer Team tournament in Chandigarh. She has cleared her
Elementary Drawing exam and scored 'A' grade. She has learnt
Swimming. She has attended Theatre workshops (notably with Anju
Musafir, Nandita Desai, Pranab Mukherjee). She has given theatre per-
formances in Rajkot, Natrani (Ahmedabad), Udaipur, Pune of
the play: Parable of the Last Post-Office, based on the writings of Rabindranath Tagore. She
has attended educational adventure camps through MGIS at places like Shimla, Gir forest, Osian,
Kumbhalgarh, Panchmarhi...
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Press Coverage
ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN AHMEDABAD MIRROR

31 July 2009, by Boris Gomes

MGIS, French students rediscover Gandhi

Exchange students from France who are at Mahatma Gandhi International School are cur-
rently working with the underprivileged in Kutch. Next, MGIS pupils will head to France to
propagate Gandhian ideology

Students from MGIS visited France for a creative and cultural exchange programme

It's soon going to be an exchange of ideas based on Ahimsa and Gandhi as the exchange
programme between Mahatma Gandhi International School (MGIS) and Lycee Interna-
tional, France, has been finalised.

In April, 14 students and two teachers from MGIS went to France for a creative and cultural
exchange programme. “We had a great time introducing Gandhiji and his philosophy of
Ahimsa to French
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children from Class VI to Xl, through interactive activities and a short film prepared by stu-
dents,” says Minoo Joshi, a teacher who was a part of the exchange programme. The stu-
dents who went to France elaborate on the warmth with which they were treated in the for-
eign land.

“The French people are really loving and their art is also impressive. Gandhiji is really re-
spected there so the students were eager to learn more about his principles,” says Ahalya
Gandhi who visited France.

In February 2010, 15 students of Lycee International will come for two weeks to MGIS and
collaborate on a series of community service projects and a micro-credit programme for the
underprivileged. After this, another team from MGIS will visit France.

My friends Simon Behr, William Puyo and | have come down to work with the underprivi-
leged in Kutch. We plan to start a micro-credit programme for them. Our other batchmates
will arrive in February next year,” says Edward de Souchier, a visiting student from Lycée
International.

Anju Musafir, the founder director of MGIS, explains the programme, saying, “Lycée Inter-
national is a very prestigious school in France. What’s special about this particular pro-
gramme is that there is a lot of student-to-student and teacher-to-teacher interaction.”

She says that the students decide the projects well in advance and work on them together.
“Schools in Gujarat are generally not the first choice when it comes to exchange pro-
grammes. This is a way of encouraging them to have many such cultural exchanges in Ah-
medabad,” she adds.

Source: http://www.ahmedabadmirror.com
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