
VOTER EDUCATION & 
AWARENESS PROJECT 

Partnering with the  Office 
of the Chief Electoral 
Officer, Gujarat

by Mahatma Gandhi International School, Ahmedabad 



–Mahatma Gandhi 

“In a gentle way, you can shake the world”



About Mahatma Gandhi 
International School, Ahmedabad

• Situated in Ahmedabad, India in the state of 
Gujarat the birth place of Mahatma Gandhi. 

• It is a Public Private Partnership model started 
in 1998 by a French educationalist,  Dr. Pascal 
Chazot and his Indian wife Anju Musafir, in 
collaboration with the Indian authorities 
(Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation) who 
provided a building for the same. 

• Founding philosophy of the school - that 
diversity (economic, ethnic, religious, 
intellectual, physical, cultural and other) is a 
vital tool in the learning process. 

• Have a policy of inclusion that extends to 
students who are differently abled. 

Students learn through hands on projects



MGIS, a democratic school

• The school functions on democratic 
principles of self-governance.

• There is a functioning full student council 
and each class has a council. 

• The rules are framed by the children. They 
participate in the functioning of the school 
by voicing their likes, dislikes, problems 
and desires openly. There is no 
hierarchical structure but the teachers 
work together in a spirit of cooperation 
with the founders of the school.

• The principles of non-violence, equality 
and dignity of labour that Gandhi stood 
for, are our founding principles that 
permeate everyday school life.A class council in action



INNOVATION:
INTEGRATING

SVEEP 
IN CURRICULUM



Innovative      deas!

• SVEEP integrated in the school curriculum at MGIS since 
2011-12

• The SVEEP objectives were delivered by students through a 
class project that utilised several mediums .

• Students worked closely with the Chief Election Officer and 
her team, they worked with real data in their creative projects.

• For the first time school students created videos for voter 
education.



Engaging students in different roles

Neuro-linguistic Programming tools were used to gain a deeper understanding of 
the students’ roles during the project. 

(Inspired and adpated from NLP: The new technology of achievement by Steve Andreas and Charles 
Faulkner, page 114.)



DIVERSITY OF ACTIVITIES 
AND OUTCOMES



LIST OF ACTIVITIES
1. Grade 8 students designed the Sankalp Patra used in LS 2014

2. MGIS student co-founded the inter-school Ahmedabad Student Parliament 

3. MGIS students worked on a comic book about democratic values and Indian 
laws

4. MGIS teacher created an e-book to teach voter awareness and education to 
students, it is available on the public domain.



5. MGIS students authored the class constitution based on the published 
Constitution of India and Human Rights. This is the project that culminated 
into the Sankalp Patra. CNN IBN came to videograph the students and their 
teacher at work on the project while it was still in progress and this was 
telecast nationally five times. MGIS teacher won the Pearson Teaching 
Award based on the work done with students for SVEEP.

6. MGIS vocational centre students from BTEC created short films. These 
were screened on Doordarshan, cable TV and vernacular television and 
shared with all higher education institutions in the state. The project won a 
national award.

7. MGIS principal, students, alumni and teachers conceptualized and 
designed the Young Voter Festival being held since 2011 in all the 
educational institutions of Gujarat for the age group 15-25. 



8. The ECI had appointed a two member committee (Principal of MGIS and 
CEO Gujarat) for curriculum restructuring for inculcating values of democracy 
and electoral practices in March 2011. On the basis of this committee’s report 
several policy changes were made by the state and ECI including holding 
Young Voter’s Festival. 

9. The school follows democratic processes in the classroom since its 
inception fifteen years ago. It is one of the founding principles of the school. 
Each class frames its own rules and uses a democratic understanding for self-
governance in the classroom. 

10. MGIS teacher authored content for the NVD Quiz Competition to be held 
in all primary schools of Gujarat state before 25 January 2015.



1. SANKALPA PATRA
DESIGNING



1.Sankalp Patra by Grade 8 students





Impact of the Sankalp Patra

• More than 76 lakh Sankalp Patras were distributed 
across Gujarat state to school children, SHG women, 
professionals from various walks of life. 

• The Chief Election Officer received back 71.5 lakh 
signed Sankalp Patras.

• An FM radio channel used the Sankalp Patra in a 
campaign to nab traffic offenders and make them 
pledge to vote. 

Press: http://dnasyndication.com/dna/City-
Ahmedabad/dna_english_news_and_features/Students-to-exhort-
parents-to-vote-ethically/DNAHM71344



2. CREATING AN INTER 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

PARLIAMENT



2. Creating a Student 
Parliament for the city 

MGIS student conceptualises and co-founds ASP 



Impact of the Student Parliament

• Gujarat’s largest student conference.
• Participation from several schools across the Ahmedabad 

city. 
• The values of democracy and the importance of the electoral 

system were the focus areas. 
• Impacted more than 3000 students from Ahmedabad city. 
• Outreach of about 3000 future voters on Facebook
• An initiative by five zealous students from different schools of 

Ahmedabad, including MGIS, aiming to inspire politicians and 
responsible citizens of tomorrow. 

Website: http://studentparliament.org
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ahmedabadSP/info?tab=page_info
Press: http://www.youthconnectmag.com/2014/01/21/eleventh-grade-
students-organise-first-ahmedabad-student-parliament/



3. E-COMIC BOOK CREATION 
TO UNDERSTAND RIGHTS 

AND DUTIES



3. MGIS students work with a team of 
lawyers on a comic book about rights and 
duties, and related laws



Impact of the comic book
• This comic book was published and released at Alliance Francaise, 

Ahmedabad in Nov 2014.
• MGIS students worked with the founders of the project Kelly and 

Kanan Dhruv and created videos, visuals, marketing and other 
creative content for the project. 

• They also worked on the storyboarding and the characterization of the 
protagonists of the comic book.

• More than 3000 internet savvy voters and future voters have been 
touched so far. 

• This project was covered by the Mumbai based national newspaper, 
Hindustan Times. Press: 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/art/lawtoons-a-comic-series-
to-teach-children-their-rights/article1-1281611.aspx

Website: http://www.lawtoons.in/#!team/c6x
Crowd funded project: https://www.wishberry.in/campaign/lawtoons
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Lawtoons?fref=ts
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0hqF6DX0kQ



4. E-BOOK BY MGIS TEACHER 
SHOWING HOW TO INTEGRATE 

SVEEP IN CURRICULUM



4. E-book authored by MGIS teacher



Impact of the ebook

• The e-book is available on the public domain. 
• It can be utilised as a model lesson plan by teachers of 

English medium schools in India to integrate the 
curriculum integration of SVEEP through a hands on 
project in their class rooms.

• It can also be used by future voters interested in 
accessing technological resources regarding 
democratic process. 

• Interested schools in India can use it to create videos 
about voter education in different languages.
e-book available on the public portal: 
https://www.academia.edu/9985731/Voter_Education_Lesson_using_creati
ve_Media_and_Technology_for_Middle_and_High_School_by_Lissa_Chaz
ot



5. PREPARATION OF CLASS 
CONSTITUTION TO 

UNDERSTAND RIGHTS AND 
DUTIES OF CITIZENS



5. Class Constitution 
based on Indian Constitution & Human 

Rights authored by students 



Impact of the Class Constitution Project 

• The Constitution drafted by Grade 8 is being used by all classes in MGIS. 
• It will impact current and future students of MGIS. 
• It is available on the public domain and can be referred to by any interested 

teacher or student for reference. 
• Students were videographed by CNN IBN in class during the project and this 

was telecast nationally five times. Received responses and good feedback 
from all over the country including editors of newspapers such as The Hindu. 

• MGIS teacher was awarded for Teaching Excellence in Social Studies by 
Pearson Teaching Awards 2013 based on work done in the classroom for 
SVEEP with MGIS students.

• This class project culminated into the Sankalp Patra. 

Class Constitution:
https://www.academia.edu/9985623/Class_Constitution_by_MGIS_Grade_8_stud
ents

Website: http://pearsonteachingawards.in/finalist-2013/



• The students also launched their official online 
channel and recorded part of the process of the 
Project dealing with Human Rights. This has 
been published by Pearson India on their 
official Youtube Channel and has had more 
than 500 views.

• Youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yqqatihxn
U



6. SHORT 
FILMS/ADVERTISEMENTS 

CREATED FOR SVEEP



6. BTEC students of MGIS create Short Films 
Stills from the advertisements



Award winning Short Films 
made by MGIS BTEC Students
Click to watch a few selected ads 

One vote can Make it or Break it
Break the silence, vote!

Be cool, vote



Students at work

MGIS students editing and scripting



Impact of the short films
• The films were screened on national television Doordarshan, local 

cable television and vernacular television during LA 2012 and LS 
2014

• CDs containing the film were circulated to all higher education 
institutions across the state for voter awareness.

• This project won a national award for its innovative efforts. 
Mahatma Gandhi International School won the Best Public-Private 
Partnership in the field of Vocational Education & Skills Training 
based on the short films made for SVEEP in 2013 by the World 
Education Summit.     

Award PPT: http://www.slideshare.net/Motiinto/sveep-presentation-mgis
Award Submission: http://wes.eletsonline.com/2013/chalo-saath-milkar-desh-
banaye-a-mahatma-gandhi-international-vocational-center-initiative-focused-

to-bring-in-change-in-the-education-system-to-build-respect-for-the-
vocational-training-sveep/



7. YOUNG VOTERS FESTIVAL 
OF GUJARAT

CONCEPTUALIZING, DESIGNING 
AND PARTICIPATING



7. Young Voter Fest – conceptualised 
and designed by MGIS

This Fest is being held in Gujarat since 2011.

Entirely conceptualised and designed by MGIS 
principal, students, alumni and teachers

2791 students from 1557 institutions participated in the 
festival in 2014



Posters
“This poster titled Muthi is trying to 
convey the message to the audience 
that "in India, all the people above the 
age of 18 are requested to vote". To 
show every individual, we have made 
thumbprints; this also represents how 
one vote can make a difference. 

If even one thumbprint wasn't there 
then the Indian flag would have been 
incomplete” Srushti and Tejasvi, 
Grade 9 students

Award winning poster by MGIS students

Young Voter Fest Participation



Ao bhaiyon vote 
karen, India ko 
promote 
karen…haton mein 
hai apni duniya.

Aurat hoon mein… 
Bahut se adhikaron 
mein se ek,                
hai matdan sabse 
anek.



Mascot
The mascot depicts the 
national animal, the tiger, in 
the form of a common man. 
The tiger is shown voting and 
his expressions show 
happiness and satisfaction. 
This idea of the mascot is to 
use the tiger as a symbol of 
power and how it is available 
to every common man. The 
power of voting is the 
strongest in a democracy. 



Impact of the Young Voter Fest
• Every year more than 2000 students from all over the state participate 

from over 1500 educational institutions. The YVF is keenly awaited event 
by students in Gujarat every year and it has grown in scope and 
activities every year.

• MGIS students from Grade 6-12 have been participating whole heartedly 
and regularly every year since the inception of the Young Voter Fest in 
2011. 

• The state level winners are given cash awards at the state level NVD 
function. Muthi, the poster made by Tejasvi and Srushti Shah from Grade 
9 won the third prize in 2014. This poster was used by the CEO Gujarat 
Office during the Lok Sabha Elections 2014.   

• A jingle of an MGIS student was used as a part of SVEEP for Lok Sabha 
Elections 2014 by the CEO Office Gujarat. 

• . 



8. RESTRUCTURING 
CURRICULUM –

RECOMMENDATIONS MADE TO 
ECI AND ADOPTED IN GUJARAT



8. Restructuring the curriculum 
• The National Consultation on Voters Participation organized by the ECI was held 

on 4th March, 2011 at New Delhi. 

• Anju Musafir, principal of MGIS was a member of the group based on the theme of 
“Curriculum restructuring - inculcating values of democracy and electoral practice”.

• Based on her insights, the ECI appointed a two member committee (consisting of 
Anju Musafir and CEO Gujarat) to make recommendations to the ECI for 
curriculum restructuring.

• On the basis of these recommendations, Gujarat immediately adopted the Young 
Voters Festival idea. Other recommendations include:

• To make it mandatory to celebrate the National Voters Day in all educational institutions.

• To establish a “Museum of Democracy” that is web based and child/student friendly. 

• The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan platform can be utilized for introducing interesting video games and 
other software on democracy and elections. 

• Introducing the model code of conduct in student body elections across Schools and Colleges as 
well, in universities akin to that of the ECI .



Impact of the Recommendations 
• All secondary and higher secondary schools and higher 

educational institutions in Gujarat have been impacted by 
the recommendations through their participation in the 
YVF which is one of the proposed activities

• Since research reveals that reading newspapers plays 
an important role as a significant predictor in electoral 
participation , MGIS initiated media education on 
democratic values for its senior classes. 

•



9. INCULCATING 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES 

IN CLASSROOM



9. Democratic process in class
Class rules are framed by the children. Each 
class has a class council. This is also a 
recommendation of the curriculum restructuring 
report.



Impact of implementing democratic 
processes in class functioning 

• All current MGIS students and alumni have been impacted by this.
Considering that the school has about 300 students from all socio-
economic backgrounds and has about 30 students graduating every 
year since 2007, the ripples of the successful implementation of this 
effort has begun to reap benefits.

• MGIS students are more aware about their rights including their right to 
vote and assert their right to have a voice in the functioning of their 
class, their school, their community and their country.

• MGIS students have taken initiatives to promote awareness about 
democracy through projects such as the comic book and ASP on their 
own. 

• Students are ready to become future voters of one of the biggest 
democratic nations of the world. MGIS alumni have started voting and 
ensure they are registered and exercise their right even when they are 
studying in another city. 



10. CREATING NVD QUIZ 
FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN OF GUJARAT



10. MGIS teacher creates NVD 
Quiz



Impact of the Quiz

• In 2014, 70,246 students from 1951 schools across 
the state participated in the NVD Quiz. 

• This year too several schools and students are 
expected to participate in the NVD Quiz which is to 
be held from 15 Jan to 24 Jan 2015. 



GEOGRAPHICAL OUTREACH 
OF THE CAMPAIGN



Gujarat

The Campaign reached the target 
audience, particularly youth and 

future voters, of voters in 
all districts of Gujarat 



1 The Sankalp Patra Had more than 75 Lakh voter outreach across all 
districts of Gujarat

2 The YVF A recommendation in the curriculum restructuring
report, touched schools and colleges 
in the state having students in the 
age group of 15-25

3 The short films Were viewed on 
Doordarshan, cable TV, vernacular TV and 
students of all higher educational institutions. 

4 Student 
Parliament

Impacted upon more than 10 schools in the 
Ahmedabad region

5 The NVD Quiz Will reach 1000s of primary schools  in the state
6 E-book and Comic 

book
Being on the public domain, this will be of help to 
teachers and students who have access to internet

7 Class Constitution 
and Classroom
rules 

Since these are entirely prepared by students, 
democratic processes are inculcated at a very early 
stage amongst the MGIS students

OUR DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES THROUGH DIFFERENT MEDIUMS HAVE AN OUTREACH 
ACROSS THE ENTIRE STATE  



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
Awards

• Best Public-Private Partnership in the field of Vocational Education & Skills 
Training by World Education Summit 2013 to the Vocational Centre at MGIS for 
its participation in SVEEP

• National Award 2013 for Teaching Excellence in Social Studies by Pearson 
Teaching Awards 2013 to MGIS teacher, Lissa for her contribution in 
integrating SVEEP in school curriculum

• State Level Award for Poster making in the Young Voter Festival, Gujarat by 
CEO Office of Gujarat  in 2013, to MGIS students, Srushti and Tejasvi

Recognition

• BTEC student films were screened on local cable television and national 
television, Doordarshan. Students working on their class project about Human 
Rights and the Constitution of India were filmed by CNN IBN. It was telecast 
nationally five times in January and February 2014. It has been published by 
Pearson India official Youtube channel and the official school channel MGIStv. 



THANK YOU

With gratitude 


